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roar. When there was a cry of "Torpedoes!" it
might have been alarming had we not seen that
bombs striking close to the ship had splashed the
water upon the deck. None actually struck us.
Some one else shouted, " They*re firing chain-shot
at us!" an error of observation due to the sight of
two bombs which passed by in company, their lighted
fuses giving the effect of being part of the same pro-
jectile.

We were going very slowly, feeling our way as
we approached the shoal point. Finally, when the
pilot thought that we were past it, he called out:
"Starboard the helm! Full speed ahead!" As it
turned out, we were anything but past the point.
We starboarded the helm straight into it and struck
just as we developed a powerful momentum. We
were hard aground and listing, and backed with all
the capacity of the engines immediately. In order
to bring the ship on an even keel, we ran in the port
battery, which, as it faced away from the bluffs, was
not engaged. Every precaution to meet the emer-
gency was taken promptly; and there was remark-
ably little confusion, thanks to the long drills which
we had had off New Orleans, and to the fact that
all but a few of the crew had already been under fire
in passing Forts Jackson and St. Philip.

But no amount of training could altogether pre-
pare men for such a situation as we were in. With
our own guns barking, and the engines pounding,